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Save Bolin Creek 

 

The report contains a number of flaws.   The principle reasons are as follows: 

 

• The plan did not examine in detail alternatives to the creekside route, including the larger 
context of bike lanes planned as part of UNC’s new campus. Bike lanes needs will be met 
through the campus bike connector and lanes along Seawell School Road required in the 
Carolina North Development Agreement. Link to fact sheet. 
  

• While it is possible to obtain an exception from the Department of Water Quality, the 
Jordan Lake rules do not allow disturbance within 30 feet of a stream bank.  We as a 
community hold an obligation to maintain high standards which protect the quality of a 
drinking water supply for our region. 
 

• The top two established goals of the “Bolin Creek Greenway Conceptual Master Plan” 
are to: 1) protect and improve water quality along Bolin and Jones Creek; and to  
2) protect, conserve, and preserve wildlife habitat.  This proposal to put a paved concrete 
surface next to Bolin Creek will degrade water quality Significant elevation drops at 
entrance points would make access difficult by wheel chair, no matter what the surface is. 
and harm wildlife habitat.   
 

• The plan assumes a 30 feet clearing for grading for a concrete transportation corridor.  It 
does not recognize that the sewer easement is at times 15 feet or less and runs often 
within the state-mandated protected 50-feet riparian buffer mandated by the state of 
North Carolina.  In these narrow places, the 10 foot wide cement path would either be 
located up against the creek on one side of the manhole, radically changing the nature and 
appearance of the creek, or would be cut into the hillside, requiring major retaining walls 
to stabilize the steep bank if placed on the outside of the manhole. 

 

• Removing trees on a stream bank is regarded as the ultimate harmful action affecting 
water quality and stream-bank integrity. Reduced vegetation means a decrease of 
rainwater infiltration into the ground and more soil erosion into the creek. With less 
shade, temperatures rise, and dissolved oxygen in the creek decreases. Macro-
invertebrates (a fancy name for anything without a spinal cord) die off and creek health 
declines. 
 

• Estimates for paving are $3 to $4 million are low and would not cover engineering and 
permits, let alone maintenance.  Even so with just this estimate, that’s $1.5 to $2 million 
per mile. Not calculated is the economic benefit such a resource provides the community. 

 

• An estimated seventy percent of the length of Bolin Creek will be eventually paved.  The 
unpaved natural experience is as important to humans, including persons in wheel chairs, 



walkers and runners, as to wildlife.  All-terrain wheel chair can handle natural surface 
trails.  Significant elevation drops at entrance points would make access difficult by 
wheel chair, no matter what the surface is. 
 

 

• The plan did not resolve the inconsistency of recommending pavement next to this 
section of Bolin Creek with the recommendations of numerous studies: the North 
Carolina Ecosystem Enhancement (EPP) project report that lists this section of Bolin 
Creek as the highest priority for preservation; the Carolina North Development 
Agreement between UNC and Chapel Hill which designates the Bolin Creek corridor as 
the highest priority for natural preservation in the Carolina North tract;  and the N.C. 
Department of Natural Resources which identifies the Carolina North tract as the most 
important to preserve in the entire "Little Creek" drainage area. 
 

• Paving runs counter to Carrboro’s past recommendations and efforts to protect the Bolin 
Creek Valley: Carrboro and Orange County purchased the 27-acre Adams Tract along 
Bolin Creek as a nature preserve. Carrboro negotiated with UNC to keep the forest above 
the stream protected, as specified in the Carolina North agreement. The town’s most 
recent Parks & Recreation Master Plan suggests portions of Bolin Creek be designated as 
a nature preserve. Most of the area remains in its natural state with a stunning creek, 
wildlife, specimen trees and wildflowers. 
 

 

 

 

 


